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INTERVENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN AT THE 2ND JOINT MEETING
OF THE COMMITTEES INVOLVED IN THE HORIZONTAL PROJECT ON DATA
GOVERNANCE FOR GROWTH AND WELL-BEING (GOING DIGITAL III)

15 June 2022 | 12:45-15:45 CET | Verbal Intervention

Akira Oshida, Advisor to the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Japan
and Vice Chair of the OECD Regional Development Policy Committee (RDPC) and Working
Party on Urban Policy (WPURB)

Opening

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am delighted to participate in today’s meeting to represent the OECD Regional
Development Policy Committee (RDPC), of which I am also the Vice Chair of the OECD
Working Party on Urban Policy.

I particularly welcome today’s discussion on the OECD Horizontal Project on Data
Governance, because the Japanese Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism
(MLIT) is currently collaborating with the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs,
Regions and Cities (CFE) on a project focusing on better harnessing the potential of data
governance for smart cities, as part of the OECD Programme on Smart Cities and Inclusive
Growth.

Importance of Smart Data Governance in cities

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, smart city tools and data hubs have allowed
cities to monitor the spread of the virus, maintain the continuity of public services, support
economic activity, and foster more sustainable urban development. Smart city tools and data
have also become a major component of national and local recovery and resilience strategies.
In this context, cities tend to collect and manage much more information about their citizens
than in the past, including via City Operating Systems and urban data platforms. For example,
Toyama city in Japan, Bilbao in Spain, and London in the United Kingdom have suitable
platforms for data storage and dissemination. This raises new governance challenges in terms
of who accesses and owns the data, for how long and for what purpose.

Effective governance of data is therefore critical to guide evidence-based decision making in

smart cities, promote “Data Free Flow with Trust”, and build stronger urban communities.



Both national and local governments need appropriate frameworks to implement responsible

data collection, sharing and use, within the overarching objective of building sustainable,

inclusive and resilient cities.

I’'m pleased to inform you that the OECD report on Smart City Data Governance, which will

be finalised by the end of the year, will therefore:

® Provide an overview of existing guidelines on smart city data governance at international,
national and local level;

® Map and compare how Japan and selected OECD countries collect and use data for smart
cities;

® and Propose ways forward for smart city data governance.

This is why [ would like to suggest that in the revision of the modules deriving from the Going
Digital III project, the importance of multi-level governance in data governance should be
recognised. In particular, it could make reference to new ways in which cities can collaborate

and build partnerships on the use of data that they are collecting with the support of citizens.

Closing

I look forward to sharing with you the results of our project and to following the next steps of
“Going Digital” phase III.

Thank you.



